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OBJECTIVE
Ensuring investment in mobility
that generates improved outcomes
for people and communities

CTAA – on behalf of its more than 1,200 members – supports
reauthorization of federal surface transportation legislation (currently
known as the FAST Act) that is responsive, predictable and flexible in
order to leverage state, local and private-sector investment and meet
ever-changing mobility needs in communities across the country.

Raise the Gas Tax...Now

Revenue
Certainty

Recent federal surface transportation authorizations (MAP-21, FAST Act) have relied on shortterm, stopgap measures and general fund transfers by Congress to make up the shortfall between
declining federal gas tax receipts and investment needs across the range of federal surface
transportation programs.
A multi-year authorization must be paired with an increase in the federal gas tax for at least the
duration of the authorization period to provide stability to the transportation trust fund accounts.

Explore Long-Term Revenue Mechanisms
While the federal gas tax has generated revenue to support surface transportation investments
in community and public transportation for more than a half century, its purchasing power is
dwindling as vehicles become more fuel efficient and its purpose is misaligned with transit's
objective to provide mobility alternatives to single-occupant car use.
New authorization legislation is an opportunity to consider and test out new revenue collection mechanisms that have the potential
to replace the federal gas tax, including a Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) fee as well as value capture tools that can translate the
improved individual and societal outcomes that reliable, effective and efficient mobility options can provide.

Maintain & Grow
Transit Formula
Programs

Policy
Objectives
These objectives outline CTAA's
core areas of focus in the reauthorization of federal surface
transportation legislation. There
are many complex details that
underlie each general area.
Those specifics are provided on
focus sheets for each objective
that correspond with this
overview document.

Formulized federal transit
programs – including those for
rural and urban areas,
specialized mobility for seniors
and people with disabilities, and
for new buses & facilities – are
the lifeblood of the community
and public transportation
industry.
Bipartisan leaders in both
Congress and across multiple
administrations have
recognized that value with
increased funding in both the
authorization and
appropriations cycles. This
growth must continue in order
so mobility providers may
continue to effectively meet
their communities' increasing
and evolving needs.

Sensible
Regulations
Transit managers often tell us
that reduced administrative
burdens would almost be as
valuable as increased funding.
The intentions behind many
federal transit regulations are
noble, but in application, they
are often too broadly applied
across our industry, regardless
of the size or performance.
CTAA has identified a number of
challenges from and – more
importantly – solutions to
current regulations to provide
relief to many small-urban, rural
and specialized mobility
providers. In an era of
constrained resources, these
changes can significantly
reduce administrative time and
expenses.

Data-Driven,
Performance-Based
Innovation
Every day, new technologies and
concepts are impacting mobility in
communities of all sizes.
Mobility providers have always been
nimble and adept, responding to
both opportunities and challenges
with flexible and responsive
solutions to meet needs.
Federal transit programs should
reward performance and incentivize
innovation to achieve even better
outcomes and adapt to changing
trends.
The current Small Transit-Intensive
Cities (STIC) program – benefiting
high-performing, small-urban
communities – should find its setaside increased from 2 to 3 percent,
and is a model worthy for replication
to foster more and better service in
both larger urban and rural areas.

